
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
The	
  Elders	
  urge	
  new	
  compromise	
  for	
  Colombia	
  peace	
  deal	
  

	
  
LONDON,	
  5	
  October	
  2016	
  
	
  
The	
  Elders	
  respect	
  the	
  decision	
  of	
  the	
  Colombian	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  voted	
  not	
  to	
  accept	
  the	
  
peace	
  agreement	
  negotiated	
  between	
  the	
  government	
  and	
  the	
  FARC	
  guerrilla	
  movement.	
  
	
  
However,	
  they	
  are	
  reassured	
  by	
  the	
  statements	
  from	
  all	
  sides	
  reaffirming	
  the	
  ceasefire	
  and	
  
rejecting	
  a	
  return	
  to	
  violence.	
  The	
  quest	
  for	
  a	
  solution	
  to	
  this	
  decades-­‐long	
  conflict	
  must	
  
continue.	
  The	
  Elders	
  urge	
  Colombian	
  leaders	
  to	
  find	
  compromises	
  which	
  will	
  allow	
  all	
  
Colombians	
  to	
  unite	
  behind	
  peace	
  as	
  a	
  national	
  project.	
  
	
  
Kofi	
  Annan,	
  Chair	
  of	
  The	
  Elders	
  and	
  former	
  UN	
  Secretary-­‐General,	
  said:	
  
	
  
“When	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  Cartagena	
  last	
  week,	
  I	
  saw	
  a	
  country	
  on	
  the	
  verge	
  of	
  peace.	
  That	
  opportunity	
  is	
  
not	
  lost	
  but	
  simply	
  postponed.	
  I	
  urge	
  the	
  people	
  and	
  leaders	
  of	
  Colombia	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  
momentum	
  for	
  peace	
  moving	
  forward.	
  I	
  am	
  convinced	
  that	
  peace	
  can	
  be	
  achieved.”	
  

Ernesto	
  Zedillo,	
  Elder	
  and	
  former	
  President	
  of	
  Mexico,	
  who	
  also	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  Cartagena	
  
peace	
  signing	
  ceremony,	
  added:	
  

“The	
  Colombian	
  people	
  want	
  and	
  need	
  peace	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  prosperity	
  with	
  social	
  justice	
  and	
  
security	
  that	
  their	
  great	
  nation	
  deserves.	
  The	
  document	
  signed	
  on	
  September	
  26	
  provides	
  a	
  
sound	
  basis	
  for	
  a	
  definitive	
  agreement	
  that	
  is	
  embraced	
  by	
  all	
  Colombians;	
  but	
  wisdom,	
  
patience,	
  tolerance	
  and	
  generosity	
  from	
  all	
  parties,	
  including	
  from	
  those	
  who	
  led	
  the	
  “No”	
  
campaign,	
  will	
  be	
  needed.	
  The	
  international	
  community	
  must	
  continue	
  giving	
  its	
  unwavering	
  
support	
  to	
  President	
  Santos	
  and	
  all	
  Colombians	
  to	
  persevere	
  until	
  a	
  definitive	
  settlement	
  is	
  
achieved.”	
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  French,	
  Head	
  of	
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  The	
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Sign	
  up	
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  The	
  Elders'	
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  releases.	
  

	
  
	
  



About	
  The	
  Elders	
  
The	
  Elders	
  are	
  independent	
  leaders	
  using	
  their	
  collective	
  experience	
  and	
  influence	
  for	
  peace,	
  
justice	
  and	
  human	
  rights	
  worldwide.	
  The	
  group	
  was	
  founded	
  by	
  Nelson	
  Mandela	
  in	
  2007.	
  
	
  
The	
  Elders	
  are	
  Martti	
  Ahtisaari,	
  Kofi	
  Annan	
  (Chair),	
  Ela	
  Bhatt,	
  Lakhdar	
  Brahimi,	
  Gro	
  Harlem	
  
Brundtland	
  (Deputy	
  Chair),	
  Hina	
  Jilani,	
  Ricardo	
  Lagos,	
  Graça	
  Machel,	
  Mary	
  Robinson	
  and	
  
Ernesto	
  Zedillo.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Fernando	
  Henrique	
  Cardoso,	
  Jimmy	
  Carter	
  and	
  Desmond	
  Tutu	
  are	
  Honorary	
  Elders.	
  

	
  
	
  
Find	
  out	
  more	
  
For	
  biographies	
  of	
  the	
  Elders,	
  blogs,	
  photos,	
  videos	
  and	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  their	
  work	
  
please	
  go	
  to	
  www.theElders.org.	
  
	
  
Follow	
  The	
  Elders	
  on	
  LinkedIn,	
  Twitter,	
  Facebook,	
  Flickr	
  and	
  YouTube.	
  
	
  
	
  


