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The Elders

Martti Ahtisaari

Former President of Finland; Nobel Peace Laureate and expert in international peace
mediation, diplomacy and post-conflict state building.

e President of Finland 1994-2000

e Nobel Peace Laureate 2008

e Founder of Crisis Management Initiative
e Honorary citizen of Namibia

“All conflicts can be resolved. Wars and conflicts are not inevitable. They are caused by human
beings. There are always interests that are furthered by war. Therefore those who have power
and influence can also stop them. Peace is a question of will.”

Work with The Elders

Martti Ahtisaari joined The Elders in 2009, bringing three decades’ experience in international
diplomacy and conflict mediation.

President Ahtisaari visited the Korean Peninsula with his fellow Elders Gro Brundtland, Jimmy
Carter and Mary Robinson in April 2011. In response to high levels of tension and mistrust
between North and South Korea, he stressed that progress could only be achieved by the
resumption of meaningful dialogue between the parties.

An expert in post-conflict state building, he joined other Elders in expressing concern in August
2010 about Sri Lanka’s failure to make progress on reconciliation following the end of the
country’s decades-long civil war - particularly the ongoing persecution of journalists and the
lack of transparency within government.

Diplomat and peace-maker

Before being elected President of the Republic of Finland in 1994, Martti Ahtisaari enjoyed a
distinguished career serving his country and the United Nations.
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http://theelders.org/korean-peninsula

Between 1973 and 1976 he was Finland’s Ambassador in Tanzania. He held several UN roles in
Namibia from 1975-1990, and as UN Special Representative he oversaw the country’s transition
to independence in March 1989 — and was subsequently made an honorary Namibian citizen.

From 1992-1993, while State Secretary in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, Martti
Ahtisaari chaired the Bosnia-Herzegovina Working Group of the International Conference on
the former Yugoslavia, and was later Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General's Special
Representative for the former Yugoslavia. In 1999, as Finnish President, he negotiated with
Slobodan Milosevic¢ to end the fighting in Kosovo.

Post-Presidency: working to resolve conflict
Martti Ahtisaari founded and chairs Crisis Management Initiative (CMI), a non-governmental

organisation committed to helping the international community practice more effective
preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and post-conflict state building.

Since leaving the office of President, he has continued to focus on conflict resolution. Most
notably, in 2005 he facilitated the peace process between the Government of Indonesia and
the Free Aceh Movement that ended thirty years of conflict.

President Ahtisaari helped to advance the Northern Ireland peace process as Inspector of the
Irish Republican Army's weapons dumps, alongside fellow Inspector Cyril Ramaphosa, in 2000-
2001. In 2005 he was appointed Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the future status
process for Kosovo to oversee the process determining whether Kosovo would become an
independent state or remain part of Serbia.

In recognition of “his important efforts, on several continents and over more than three
decades, to resolve international conflicts”, Martti Ahtisaari was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in December 2008.

Global initiatives

As well as heading Crisis Management Initiative, Martti Ahtisaari is active in several other non-
governmental organisations. He is Co-Chair of the European Council on Foreign Relations
(ECFR), a pan-European think-tank that aims to research and promote debate on the
development of European values-based foreign policy. He also serves as:

e Chairman of the Independent Commission on Turkey

e Director-at-Large of the ImagineNations Group

e Member of the Silatech Board of Trustees

e Member of the Prize Committee of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation

e Member of the Global Commission on Elections, Democracy and Security


http://www.cmi.fi/
http://ecfr.eu/
http://ecfr.eu/

