
 

 

 

Egypt: The Elders call for calm ahead of second round of referendum 

“We urge those who have turned to violence for political ends to stop” – Desmond Tutu 

 
19 December 2012 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Elders appeal for calm in Egypt in the lead-up to a second day of voting in a referendum on 
the country’s new constitution, due to take place this weekend. They stress that free expression 
should be encouraged and embraced – but only through peaceful means, amid worrying 
reports of violence between political groups in parts of the country.  

The Elders are concerned that the escalating polarisation of Egyptian society may threaten the 
country’s progress towards full democracy. 

During a visit to Cairo in October 2012, three members of The Elders, Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
Jimmy Carter and Mary Robinson, met leading national figures and members of civil society, 
including young Egyptians, to lend support to the country’s inclusive democratic transition. The 
Elders were encouraged by their enthusiasm and desire to participate in the country’s political 
future, after decades of authoritarian rule.  

At this landmark moment for Egypt’s emerging democracy, The Elders call on leaders of the 
rival political blocs, as well as all those who feel marginalised by recent political events, to 
participate in constructive dialogue, in the larger interests of Egypt as a whole.  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Chair of The Elders, said: 

“To those in Egypt who have turned to violence for political ends: we urge you to stop. Too many 
lives have been lost already. What Egyptians have achieved in the last 22 months is 
extraordinary, but if divisions are not addressed peacefully then the consequences will be long-
lasting. Egypt’s revolution inspired the world. Let it remain that way.” 

The referendum on the new constitution is being held on successive Saturdays: Cairo, 
Alexandria and eight other governorates voted on 15 December; the rest of the country will be 
able to cast its vote on 22 December.  

 

http://theelders.org/article/egypt-transition-elders-visit-cairo
http://theelders.org/article/elders-egyptian-youth-you-are-future


The Elders’ work on the Arab Awakening 

Since the beginning of the wave of popular uprisings that swept the Middle East and North 
Africa two years ago, The Elders have stood with all those across the region who have taken 
their destiny into their own hands to demand dignity, freedom and human rights. The Elders 
support these legitimate demands and join the call for an end to authoritarian rule, oppression 
and corruption. 

The Arab Awakening ignited an interest in governance across all sectors of society, which 
should be embraced and encouraged. All members of society – including young people, women 
and minorities – must have the opportunity to participate fully in building the institutions of 
government. It is also essential for new constitutions to enshrine universal rights and freedoms.  

In October 2012, former Prime Minister of Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland, former US 
President Jimmy Carter and former President of Ireland Mary Robinson visited Egypt to support 
an inclusive democratic transition in the country.  

For further information:  
http://theelders.org/arab-awakening  

 

About The Elders 

The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 

The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan, Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and Desmond Tutu 
(Chair).  

Nelson Mandela is an honorary Elder. 

For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on Twitter and Facebook. 

Media inquiries 

media@theElders.org 
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