
 

 

 

 

The Elders urge Indonesia to take bold steps to accelerate progress towards UHC 
 
LONDON, 5 December 2017 
 
The Elders concluded a two-day visit to Indonesia with a call for the government to take bolder 
fiscal, political and social measures to accelerate progress towards Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC), building on impressive achievements in recent years. 
 
Gro Harlem Brundtland and Ernesto Zedillo visited the Indonesian capital Jakarta on 28-29 
November for meetings with President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) at the Presidential Palace, 
accompanied by Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, Health Minister Nila Moeloek and Finance 
Minister Sri Mulyani. 
 
They also visited the Kebon Jeruk Puskesmas (health centre) in west Jakarta, meeting patients, 
staff and local residents. The Elders also consulted with civil society organisations and held a 
briefing for local media. 
 
Indonesia has the biggest single-payer health system in the world (covering 181 million people), 
and has committed to reaching full population coverage by 2019. 
 
The Elders congratulated President Jokowi on Indonesia’s progress to date. However they also 
expressed their concern about the fact that Indonesia’s rightly ambitious plan to achieve UHC is 
significantly under-financed. They suggested that without fiscal revenues stemming from 
additional general taxation, progress towards effective UHC could prove too slow.  
 
The Elders also conveyed to President Jokowi and other high level Indonesian officials their 
worries about the high rate of tobacco consumption in the country. Higher taxes on tobacco 
could both deter consumption and provide more resources for health financing. In the longer 
term, they urged a modification of Indonesia’s policies on tobacco production to promote 
alternative, less harmful crops. 
 
Gro Harlem Brundtland, Deputy Chair of The Elders and former Director-General of the World 
Health Organization, said: 
 
“Indonesia has taken significant steps towards improving access to healthcare in recent years, 
and I am convinced President Jokowi can reach his goal of covering all the people of Indonesia 
by 2019, if the government commits further resources to the health budget. The level of public 
health financing and the overall tax yield is still too low to deliver effective public services; 

https://theelders.org/universal-health-coverage
https://theelders.org/gro-harlem-brundtland


increasing taxes on products harmful to public health such as tobacco would be a step in the 
right direction.” 
 
Ernesto Zedillo, Elder and former President of Mexico, added: 
 
“The healthcare debate in Indonesia stands in stark contrast to some countries in the world, 
notably in the United States, that are moving away from universal coverage. Here, President 
Jokowi, government ministers and civil society are all trying to find ways to increase coverage 
and bolster social protection. I am encouraged by the meetings we have had here, and urge the 
authorities to be even bolder in committing greater resources to the health system, taxing 
harmful products and promoting greater accountability.” 
 
The Elders believe Universal Health Coverage is the best way to achieve the overall health 
Sustainable Development Goal, and will join with civil society organisations and activists 
worldwide on UHC Day, 12 December, to promote their campaign so no-one is denied the 
healthcare they need because of a lack of financial resources. 
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Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications, The Elders  
T: +44 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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