
 

 

 

 

The Elders condemn US recognition of Jerusalem as Israeli capital as grave risk 
to peace 

 
LONDON, 6 December 2017 
 
The Elders today condemned US President Donald Trump’s unilateral decision to recognise 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel as a grave threat to peace across the Middle East. 
 
They reaffirmed their own position that the city of Jerusalem must be shared between Israelis 
and Palestinians as part of a two-state solution based on the internationally-recognised 1967 
border, which respects the human and political rights of all its residents. 
 
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General, said: 
 
“There will be no lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians unless both parties’ rights and 
claims are respected in the historic city of Jerusalem. I deeply regret today’s decision by the US 
President, reversing a long-held position and breaking with the international consensus on 
Jerusalem. I hope Palestinians and regional Arab powers will react with restraint, and US allies 
will do all they can to realign Washington’s policy with international norms. All parties must 
avoid stoking tensions which could all too easily spill over into violence.” 
 
Lakhdar Brahimi, Elder and former UN diplomat, added: 
 
“Jerusalem is sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians alike. Any lasting political settlement to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict must acknowledge this special status and end the current occupation 
of East Jerusalem, as well as the continued building of illegal Israeli settlements. I hope that the 
US will reconsider this extremely damaging decision and instead focus its energies on pursuing a 
credible two-state solution in line with international law.” 
 
The Elders have worked to promote peace and justice in Israel and Palestine since the 
organisation was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. They believe that this must take the 
form of a two-state solution, based on respect for universal human rights and international 
humanitarian law, with a viable Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders, including a 
Palestinian capital in East Jerusalem. 
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https://theelders.org/lakhdar-brahimi


 
 
Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications, The Elders  
T: +44 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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