
 

 

 

 

The Elders mourn the death of Asma Jahangir 
 

LONDON, 12 February 2018 
 
The Elders are deeply saddened at the untimely death of Pakistani lawyer and human rights 
defender Asma Jahangir.  
 
Asma Jahangir was internationally respected for her pioneering work in her home country and 
beyond. She worked closely with her sister Hina Jilani, who is a member of The Elders, to set up 
Pakistan’s first ever free legal aid centre and the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. 
 
Her commitment to freedom and justice transcended borders and made her a defiant critic of 
authoritarian regimes who sought to cloak their repression in the guise of cultural traditions. 
 
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said: 
 
“Asma Jahangir’s tenacity, clarity of vision and unbending principles helped win countless 
victories in the struggle against authoritarianism. She spoke truth to power, and power was 
forced to listen. In this sad time, I hope her family can take some consolation that Asma’s legacy 
will live on to inspire future generations of lawyers, feminists and human rights activists the 
world over.” 
 
ENDS  

 
Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications, The Elders  
T: +44 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
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The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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