
 

The Elders call for urgent review of foreign military assistance to Israel 
over Gaza atrocities 

4 December 2023 

Statement: The Elders today call for governments providing military assistance to Israel to 
review their approach, and set conditions for any future provision. They warn that Israel’s 
renewed military campaign in Gaza risks fuelling an escalating cycle of mass atrocities.  

Israel’s disproportionate response to the horrendous terror attacks by Hamas on 7 October - 
which the Elders unequivocally condemned - has reached a level of inhumanity towards 
Palestinians in Gaza that is intolerable.   

The war between Hamas and Israel has caused collective trauma on both sides. Palestinians and 
Israelis continue to fear for their lives, and feel a sense of existential threat. More killing is not 
the answer. 

Negotiation is the way to end this conflict. The Elders commend the diplomatic leadership of 
Qatar, Egypt and the USA. During seven days without fighting, negotiations secured the release 
of some Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners, and more humanitarian aid entering Gaza.  

But Palestinian civilians in Gaza are now facing even worse horrors. Civilian deaths caused by 
Israeli forces since 7 October have been unprecedented, but described by Prime Minister 
Netanyahu as “collateral damage”. Many Gazans are living in inhumane conditions with no 
basic human dignity, and increasing risks of deadly disease and starvation.  

If the world can watch this scale of brutality and suffering and not prevent it, we have lost our 
common humanity.  

US Secretary of State Blinken’s statement that it is “imperative that Israel act in accordance 
with international humanitarian law and the laws of war” must be backed by action to ensure 
proportionality and protect civilians. Words are not enough. 

States have a legal obligation to take steps to prevent atrocity crimes. The de-humanising 
rhetoric that has accompanied large-scale violence in this war is a warning sign that cannot be 

https://theelders.org/news/elders-unequivocally-condemn-terrorist-attacks-launched-hamas-against-israel
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-at-a-press-availability-43/


ignored. Governments which provide military assistance in the knowledge that atrocities are 
being committed, or may be imminent, risk being complicit. 

The Elders urge leaders with influence on Israel and Hamas, particularly in the USA, Europe and 
the region, to push for a permanent ceasefire, and full implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 2712 (passed on 15 November). This includes all parties complying with 
international humanitarian law, the restoration of basic services and humanitarian assistance 
indispensable to survival, protection of all medical and humanitarian staff, including UN 
facilities, and the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages held by Hamas and other 
groups.  

Leaders must act now to deter atrocities and end impunity, including by: 

• Urgently reviewing military assistance to Israel, and pu�ng in place condi�ons for any 
future provision.  

• Using targeted measures and smart sanc�ons on extremist setlers commi�ng violence 
against civilians in the West Bank (such as the visa bans planned by the USA), and on 
those in the Israeli government who are pursuing ethnic cleansing and annexa�on of 
Pales�nian land.  

• Enabling the Interna�onal Criminal Court to accelerate its inves�ga�on into atrocity 
crimes by all par�es, given its role in deterrence and the importance of moral and legal 
consistency. 

• Conveying clearly to Hamas that deliberately killing and capturing civilians are war 
crimes that undermine the legi�mate aims of the Pales�nian na�onal movement.  

Only a political solution can guarantee security and equal rights for Israelis and Palestinians. 
The Elders reiterate their call on President Biden to set out a serious peace plan and help build 
a new coalition for peace to deliver it. This would restore hope to those on both sides who 
believe in the UN Security Council’s vision of “a region where two democratic States, Israel and 
Palestine, live side by side in peace within secure and recognized borders”, and help save 
Palestinian and Israeli lives now.  
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent global leaders working for peace, justice, human rights and a 
sustainable planet. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Helen Clark, Elbegdorj 
Tsakhia, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça 
Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, and Jimmy Carter are Elders Emeritus. 

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. Ela Bhatt (1933 - 2022) 
and Martti Ahtisaari (1937 - 2023) were members of The Elders from 2007 to 2016 and 2009 to 
2018 respectively. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
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